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Pseudoeurycea scandens Walker 
Pseudoeurycea scandens Walker 1955: 1 + 1 pl. Type locality, 
"walls of a cave at 'Rancho del Cielo,' on the forested slopes 
of the Sierra Madre Oriental in southern Tamaulipas, about 
five miles [8 km] NW G6mez Fariis; altitude about 3500 
feet [I067 m]." Holotype, University of Michigan Museum 
of Zoology (UMMZ) 100639, adult male, collected 17 March 
1949 by P.S. Martin, C.R. Robins, and W.B. Heard (not seen 
by author). Paratypes, UMMZ 98968-70, 100638, 100640- 
59, 105301-2, all from "Rancho del Cielo" except 100647 
and 100650, which are from mountain west of Rancho del 
Cielo, elevation about 4000 ft (1219 m). 
Pseudoeurycea scandans: Johnson et al. 1978:21. Typographi- 
cal error. 
Content. No subspecies are recognized. 
Definition. According to Walker (1955), Pseudoeurycea 
scandens is a moderately sized member of the genus 
Pseudoeurycea. Adult male SVL ranges from 49-71 mm; but 
one paratype with SVL of 29 mm agrees with adults in color 
and pattern. Costal grooves number 13, including indistinct 
axillary and inguinal grooves. Toes of adpressed limbs touch or 
overlap, but are never separated by more than one intercostal 
fold. Toes are webbed at the base, flattened beyond the web, 
and have approximately parallel sides and truncate tips. Fifteen 
presacral vertebrae are present, although Wake ( 1966) indicated 
P that the genus is characterized by having only 14 trunk verte- brae. Vomerine tooth rows are long, teeth number no fewer than 
16, usually 18 per row, but reaching 26. No septomaxillary 
bones are present. A well-marked sublingual fold is present. 
Ground color is black, with a lateral or dorsolateral pattern of 
irregular grayish-white blotches. The venter is black and usu- 
ally immaculate. Much more detail is included in Walker(1955). 
Diagnosis. From its closest cogeners, P.seudoei~rycea scandens 
differs from I! cepkalica by the presence of large white blotches 
on the sides and tail, a usually uniformly dark venter, larger 
size, and more numerous vomerine teeth. Pseudoeurycea 
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M ~ D .  Distribution of Pseudoeiirvcea scandens. The circle 
maiks the type locality, dots indict; other records. 
scandens differs from f! galeanae by having longer legs, more 
truncate, parallel-sided toes, and more extensive white mark- 
ings on the body. Also, the former is partially arboreal rather 
than terrestrial (as is I! galeanae). 
Descriptions. A complete description is given in Walker 
(1955). An additional partial description is in Smith et al. (1976). 
Wake (1966) and Wake and Elias (1983) give the diagnostic 
characters for the genus and list P. scandens within the genus. 
Figure. Pseudoerrryeo scanden5 (EAL 42 16). 17.2 mi (27.7 km) NE of Ciudad del Miliz, San Luis Potosi. Mexico. 
Illustrations. Line drawings were presented in the type de- 
scription by Walker (1955). A photograph is in Reddell and 
Mitchell (1971: fig. 23). Smith et al. (1976) included illustra- 
tions of P scandens and mentioned that Figure 22 in Reddell 
and Mitchell (1971) also is a P. scandens, although the caption 
identified the specimen as Chiropterotriton multidentata. 
Distribution. Pseudoeurycea scandens inhabits cloud forests 
of the Sierra Madre Oriental of Tamaulipas and San Luis Potosi 
in MCxico, especially in the Sierra de Guatemala. Cave walls 
are a favorite haunt, but individuals can be found under objects 
on the ground or in trees. The range is in region 3 of Wake and 
Lynch (1976). 
Fossil record. None 
Pertinent Literature. Published references are listed by topic: 
albumin (Maxson and Wake 1981), anatomy (Walker 1955), 
bionumeric code (Brame et al. 1978), caudivagant locomotion 
(Smith et al. 1976), checklists (Brame 1957,1967; Flores-Villela 
1993; Flores-Villela and Gerez 1988, 1994; Frost 1985; Harding 
1983; Reddell 1991; Reddell and Mitchell 1971), common names 
(Frank and Ramus 1995, Liner 1994, Sokolov 1988, Zhao et al. 
1993), diagnostic characters (Wake and Elias 1983, Walker 
1955), distribution (Flores-Villela 1993; Johnson et al. 1978; 
Martin 1955, 1958; Reddell 1966; Reddell and Mitchell 197 1 ; 
Smith et al. 1976; Walker 1955; Wake and Lynch 1976), ecol- 
ogy (Martin 1958), faunal associates (Martin 1955,1958; Walker 
1955), habitat (Martin 1955,1958; Reddell 1966,1971; Reddell 
and Mitchell 197 1 ; Walker 1955), literature listings (Smith and 
Smith 1976, 1993; Smith and Taylor 1966), museum type and 
paratype listings (Kluge 1983, Marx 1958, Smith et al. 1964), 
phylogeny (Maxson and Wake 1981, Wake and Lynch 1976), 
and reproduction (Walker 1955). 
Etymology. The specific epithet comes from the Latin scansus 
meaning climb, a reference to the species' climbing ability. 
Remarks. Sierra (1994) listed this species as rare and threat- 
ened with extinction. 
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